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BLISSYMBOLICS COMMUNICATION INTERNATIONAL 


ANNUAL REPORT 
1989/90 


This report reflects the activities of the Blissymbolics Communication 
International during the period from March 1989 to June 1990. 


This time period was one of immense change and transition for BCI. The major 
event was the establishment of BCI as a separate organization (as of January 1, 
1990) with its own Board of Directors (Appendix A) and a focus on the 
development and application of Blissymbolics around the world. The Easter Seal 
Society (Ontario) has incorporated the Easter Seal Communication Institute into 
their activities as a fully integrated department. This division of BCI and ESCI, 
although somewhat unsettling, was a friendly separation with ESCI and BCI 
continuing to share some office staff as well as office space and equipment. ESCI 
continues to distribute Blissymbol materials and publications for BCI. Throughout 
these changes The Easter Seal Society has provided much appreciated support and 
interest in BCI's work. 


The objectives of BCI, as ratified by the Board of Directors in February, 1990 are: 


¢ To provide support to the international system of Blissymbolics, 
considering it to be a valuable form of augmentative communication 
that contributes to development and growth. 


¢ To hold the inclusive, noncancellable, perpetual, worldwide (except 
in Australia) licence to the copyright to the symbols as created by 
C.K.Bliss, awarded to BCI in 1982, to use, publish, teach and 
disseminate Blissymbols for use by persons with handicaps and persons 
having communication, language and learning difficulties. 


¢ To develop the system of Blissymbolics through consultation with 
an international symbol panel and symbol committee. 


¢ To support standards relating to the system of Blissymbolics, symbol 
materials and training, through sublicensing arrangements and 
meetings with an international network of associates and affiliates. 


¢ To provide consultation and support to Blissymbol applications, 
including software development, publishing and teaching materials. 


¢ To promote and encourage the use of Blissymbols throughout the world. 


AFFILIATE 


Through formal affiliation with BCI, recognition is given to centres and/or 
individuals who have a strong interest in Blissymbolics and its applications. 


International 


Interest in Blissymbol applications, publications and training outside North 
America can be seen in the number and nature of formal agreements with BCI. As 
of June 1990, BCI has Affiliate sublicensing agreements with 28 countries relating 
to the Affiliate responsibilities of training and information dissemination. We 
were pleased to welcome our newest Affiliate from Greece in July, 1989. Other 
agreements relating to translation, distribution, royalties and publication have also 
been signed with BCI. 


The 1989 European Affiliate meeting was held in Thuin, Belgium, March 20-23, 
1989 with approximately 60 participants representing 14 different language groups. 
It was hosted by Annie Gosset Ferenc and Henrietta Dumont of l'Association Bliss 
Belgique. This meeting provided a valuable forum for discussion of the issues and 
concerns of those who work with Blissymbols, as well as allowing an opportunity 
to reinforce the close association of the Blissymbol community. 


The 1990 Blissymbol European Affiliate meeting is scheduled for August 17-19, in 
Osthammar, Sweden, immediately following the ISAAC Biennial Conference in 
Stockholm. It will be hosted by the Nordic Bliss Committee, with planning 
arrangements made by Margareta Jennische and Britt Carlsson. 


North America 


In 1989-90, formal agreements were signed with 34 centres and/or individuals in 
North America. 


The 1990 North American Affiliate meeting was held in Toronto, April 29-30. 

The first day centred on demonstrations of various new Blissymbol applications in 
technology. The second day was devoted to discussion of Blissymbol issues and 
long term strategies for BCI. 


INTERNATIONAL PANEL 


The International Panel, with 75 members, serves as an advisory body to the BCI 
symbol office, and is comprised of representatives from different countries, 
language backgrounds and professions who have experience in using or teaching 
Blissymbolics. 


Two questionnaires were sent out to the International Panel in the past year, one 
pertaining to Blissymbols for teaching sexuality, the other relating to creating 
alternate Blissymbols for those containing the opposite-meaning symbol. 


In August 1989, an International Panel meeting was held in Jerusalem, Israel, 
hosted by Judy Seligman-Wine. It was attended by 21 Panel members from nine 
countries together with 18 participants from Israel. This meeting was a most 
unique opportunity for Panel members to discuss issues relating to the system of 
Blissymbolics and to share ideas for new Blissymbols. 


In November 1989, the Symbol Committee (Appendix A) approved 137 new or 
revised Blissymbols. The majority of new symbols relate to human sexuality. 
There are now approximately 2250 Blissymbols in the system. 


MONITORS 


A BCI network of 35 Blissymbol Monitors throughout the world ensure that a 
standard graphic form of Blissymbols appears in publications and computer 
software. In the spring of 1989, the Guidelines for Blissymbol Monitors was 
revised for these Monitors. 


In the spring of 1990, Blissapple codes were revised and created for all symbols 
added to the system since the publication of the computer program, Talking 
Blissapple. In addtion, BLISSCII codes were revised and created for the new 
Blissymbols. BLISSCII codes are used in the transmission of Blissymbols between 
communication devices. 


TRAINING 


Blissymbol Elementary workshops were offered in July & October, 1989 and May 
1990. Another three-day workshop is scheduled for October 1990. 


A new format for introducing Blissymbols was offered for the first time by Shirley 
McNaughton in April 1990. A one-day seminar, Bliss in a Day, offers a practical 
opportunity for those working for the first time with a student who uses 
Blissymbols or for those who need a review and update on Blissymbol use. This 
training will be given again in October 1990, once in Ottawa and again in Toronto. 


FUNDING 


BCI appreciates the ongoing support and contribution to our work by The Easter 
Seal Society (Ontario). As well, other sources of funding have been gratefully 
received by BCI in 1989/90 from: 


Canada Life Pilot Clubs of Ontario 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce Royal Trust 
Confederation Life Scotiabank 

Donway Place Toronto Star 

Our People Fund Warner Lambert 


and individual donors. 


Special Project funding: Bradshaw Trust Foundation 
International Business Machines Corp. 
IDON Corporation 
Kiwanis Club of Toronto 
Ontario Ministry of Education 


DAVID WOODS FELLOWSHIP 


This fellowship was established in 1985 in recognition of the unique contribution 
to the BCI Board of Directors given by David Woods. 


In May, 1989, Cathy Matheson, the parent of a six year old daughter who uses 
Blissymbols, came to BCI as the 1989 David Woods Fellow from Adelaide, 
Australia. She visited various settings, talked with other parents and attended 
several Blissymbol workshops during her six-week program with BCI. 


Manfred Gangkofer, a special education teacher from West Germany, was chosen 
as the 1990 David Woods Fellow. During the six weeks (May-June) he was with 
BCI, he met with clinical and education professionals in our resource centre, and 
visited various classroom, residential and educational settings, including several 
outside of Toronto. 


BLISSTEMPLATE FONT 


The BlissTemplate Font was developed by Dr. Peter Reich, Department of 
Linguistics, University of Toronto for the Macintosh computer. It provides 
standard Blissymbols for inclusion in software. AccessBliss, developed by Russell 
Galvin and Fraser Shein, uses the BlissTemplate Font and enables the user to find 
and retrieve any currently available Blissymbols for use in other application 
programs for the Macintosh computer. Several other application programs using 
the BlissTemplate Font are currently under development. 


REVISED BLISSYMBOL DI NARY 


The first part of a revised version of Blissymbols For Use, the English Alphabetical 
Ordering of Symbols, was completed recently and is now available to Affiliates for 
translation purposes. The entire manuscript of the Dictionary is scheduled for 
completion in the spring of 1991. 


NEW INITIATIVES 


A number of new BCI projects are at various stages of development. These 
include: 


StoryBliss - story reading software for the Macintosh computer featuring 
text/Blissymbol mix. It is expected to be available in the fall of 1990. 


BlissTel - software allowing Blissymbol telephone communication. It is presently 
undergoing a field trial in Toronto. 


Video - for use in educational settings for augmentative communication 
specialists. This should be completed in the fall of 1990. 


Sexuality Booklets - a series of fourteen books on human sexuality will be 
published in the spring of 1991 with Blissymbol translations by Claudia Wood. 


BMW - Blissymbol Component Minspeak Words Strategy - a communication 
strategy for use on the Touch Talker. It is being developed by Shirley McNaughton 
and Annalu Waller and will be available in the fall of 1990. 


Julius and his Computer - a children's story by Thelma Chait (South Africa), 
translated into Blissymbols by Annalu Waller and typeset on the Macintosh 
computer by BCI. 


The time period covered in this report has been both stimulating and challenging. 
It is only through the strong support and guidance of the Board of Directors and 
the help of many interested individuals that so much has been accomplished. We 
look forward to strengthening our ties with our many Blissymbol associates over 
the coming years. 


Respectfully submitted 
Katherine Seybold 


Administrator 
July 1990 


APPENDIX A 


BLISSYMBOLICS COMMUNICATION INTERNATIONAL 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Honorary Chairman Secretary 
Mr. George A. Wilson Mr. Joe Lemire 

Members 

Mr. T. Lang Moffat, Chair Mrs. Betty Layton 
Mr. Paul Adams Mr. Louis Lazonick 
Mrs. Wendy Arnold Mrs. Shirley McNaughton 
Mrs. Jill Cowie Dr. Peter Reich 
Mr. James Feeley Ms. Colleen Spring Zimmerman 


SYMBOL COMMITTEE 


Mr. David Dineen 
Mrs. Barbara Hehner 
Mrs. Barbara Kates 


TAFF 
Mrs. Dorothy Dent Administration Secretary 
Mrs. Ruth Harrington Monitor Coordinator 
Ms. Mary Leafe Financial Secretary 
Mrs. Katherine Seybold Administrator 
Mrs. Claudia Wood Symbol System Coordinator 
Mrs. June Wiancko Symbol Office Secretary 
ONSULTANT 
Barbara Brunson Robert Haaf 
Anna Dawson Fraser Shein 
Russell Galvin Jinny Storr 
VOLUNTEERS 


Mary McMahon 
Bob McNaughton 
Cindy Stall 


ARGENTINA 

ILE instituto de lenguaje 
y education especial 
Conesa 2051 

1428 Buenos Aires 
ARGENTINA 


Marta Liberoff 


ASIA-PACIFIC REGION 
University of Guam 

College of Education. 

UOG Station 

Mangilao, GUAM 96913 


Dr. Ronald D. Smith 


AUSTRALIA 

Jane Remington-Gurney 
3 Inverlock Crescent 
Dallas 3047 

Victoria, AUSTRALIA 


BRAZIL 

Nadia Browning Gill | 

Av. Presidente 

Roosevelt, 194 

Sao Francisco-Niteroi 24250 
Rio de Janeiro, BRASIL 


DENMARK 


Bliss Kommunikation 
Kongevejen 252 
2830 Virum, DENMARK 


Anne-Mette Freund 


Blissymbolics Communication International 
International Affiliates 


APPENDIX B 


FINLAND 


Samfundet Folkhaelsan 
Topeliusgatan 20 
00250 Helsingfors 25, FINLAND 


Gitta Lonnqvist 


Finnish Bliss Association 
Sammalniementie 4F 
70700 Kuopio, FINLAND 


Dr. Marjatta Jaroma 


FRANCE 

Fondation "Les Cent Arpents" 
Centre D'Etudes, Roland Houdon 
45400 Saran, FRANCE 


Anne Marchaux 


GREECE 

University of Athens 

Signal Processing Laboratory 
Panepistimioupolis, Typa 
GR-15771 Athens, 

GREECE 


Dr. George Kouroupetroglou 


HUNGARY 

Dr. Sophia Kalman 

Agnes u. 23/B 

Budapest, H-1121 HUNGARY 


ICELAND 

The Icelandic Bliss Committee 
State Diagnostic and 
Counseling Centre 
Digranesveg 50 

200 Kopavogur 

ICELAND 


Mrs. Sigrun Grendal Magnusdottir 
Mrs. Snaefridur Egilsson 


Blissymbolics Communication International 


International Affiliates 


INDIA 

Spastics Society of Eastern India 
15 Belvedere Court 

11 & 13 Alipore Road 

Calcutta 700 027, INDIA 


Sudha Kaul 


ISRAEL 

Judy Seligman-Wine 
Ramat Motza. 

P.O. Box Sear 
Jerusalem, ISRAEL 


ITALY 

Consorzio Siciliano di Riabilitazione 
Via Vincenzo Casagrandi 53 

95123 Catania, ITALY 


Pina Gennaro 
Dott Aurelia Rivarola 


Via Gozzano, 4 
20131 Milano, ITALY 


NETHERLANDS 


Bliss-symbolen Communicatie Centrum 
Ravalidatiecentrum "De Trappenberg” 


Crailoseweg 116 
1272 EX Huizen, NETHERLANDS 


Els Koerselman 


NEW ZEALAND 


Forbury Speech-Language Clinic and 
Resource Centre for Disabled in Otago 


Forbury School 
Oxford Street 
Dunedin, NEW ZEALAND 


June Laverty 


NORWAY 

Trondsletten Cerebral 
Pareseinstitutt Skoleavdelingen 
Postboks 1314 


Blussuvoll 
Trondlheim 7002, NORWAY 


Astri Holgersen 


POLAND 

Krajowy Komitet Pomocy Dzieciom 
Niepelnosprawnym Ruchowo 
Towarzystwo Przyjaciol Dzieci 
Zarazd Glowny © 

Warsaw, POLAND 


Anna Lechowicz 


PORTUGAL 

Centro de Recursos de Systema de 
Communicacao Bliss 

Calousted Gulbenkian 

AV. Rainha D. Amelia 

(AO Lumiar) 

1600 Lisboa 5, PORTUGAL 


Rosario Toscano 


SAUDIA ARABIA 

Haniah Merza 

P.O; Box 1556 

Riyadh 11441, SAUDIA ARABIA 


SPAIN 

ASPACE 

Apartado 55 

20.080 San Sebastian, SPAIN 


Pilar Such Acin 


SWEDEN 

Annagreta Malmstrom-Groth 
Hab. Avd. Ekhaga 
Munkhagsgatan 160 

58255 Linkoping, SWEDEN 


SWITZERLAND 

SiGiaee 

Secretariat 

Ch. Des Bossonss, 41 

1018 Lausanne, SWITZERLAND 


c/o Corinne Chmelnicky 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Chelsworth 
5 Park Road 


Rondebosch 7700, SOUTH AFRICA 


Annalu Waller 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Blissymbolics Communication Resource 


Centre, UK (BCRC) 
Thomas House, 

5.G.LH.E., Cyncoed Centre, 
Cyncoed Road, 

Cardiff, WALES CF2 6YD 


Ena Davies 


Blissymbolics Communication International 
International Affiliates 


VENEZUELA 

Clla La Loma, Edifico 

San Ignacio, Apto B-41 
Urbanizacion Chuao 
Caracas, 1061, VENEZUELA 


Ana Teran de Posadas 


WEST GERMANY 

Hermann Frey 

Heinhauser Weg 27 

5657 Haan 2, WEST GERMANY 


YUGOSLAVIA 

Our Otthon TMSZ 

Stara Moravica 
Moravica, YUGOSLAVIA 


Erna Maruszenszki 


(As of August, 1989) 


B.C.I. CONTACTS 
isUeS Ag 


Patricia Hollingsworth 
37 East Lincoln Avenue 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325 


Jane Leite 

Crippled Children's Hospital & School 
2501 West 26th Street 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57105 


Sandra Osborn 

Orange County Public Schools 
434 N. Tampa Avenue 

LO; bOxa/1 

Orlando, Florida 32802 


Barbara Reckell 
2960 Cherithbrook 
Mason, Michigan 48854 


Susan Sansone 

Suffolk Chapter, New York State 
Association for the Help of Retarded 
Children 

2900 Veteran's Memorial Highway 
Bohemia, New York 11716 


Sheela Stuart 

Dept. of Communication Disorders 
Barclays Center 

University of Nebraska 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68504-0738 


Melinda Peters Todaro 
2810 Churchill Drive 
Columbus, Ohio 43221 


Gail van Tatenhove 
8322 Tangelo Tree Drive 
Orlando, Florida 32819 


As of August, 1990 


Dele CON PACS 


in Garnada 


Allison Baird 

St. Amant Centre 
440 River Road 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R2M 3Z9 


Marlyne Batke 

Lord Robertson School 
665 Beresford Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
eS Ng fey 


Loretta Biasutti 

BVM Associates 

34 Grafton Cres. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 

TSE 4X1 


Shelley Deegan 

9 Blue Forest Drive 
Grimsby, Ontario 
LSM 4R4 


Sandra Dodgson 

136 Fenn Avenue 
Willowdale, Ontario 
hM2P 1X6 


Jane Green 

®> Circular Road 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 
mic 2Z4 


Robert Haaf 

Children's Rehab Centre of Essex County 
5945 Matchette Road 

Windsor, Ontario 

Peis tC> 


Ruth Harrington 
16 Jonquil Crescent 
Markham, Ontario 
PoP iT4 


Barbara Hehner 
114 Lascelles Blvd. 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5ST 2E4 


Barbara Kates 

21 Monkland Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 

KIS 1Y8 


Ann Kennedy 

Easter Seal Communication Institute 
250 Ferrand Drive 

Don Mills, Ontario 

M3C 3F2 


Mariette Lizotte 

L'Association De Paralysie Cerebral 
525 Boul. Hamel Est. Suite A-50 
Quebec, P.Q. 

GIM 2S8 


Elizabeth McKinnon 
26 Guildford Court 
London, Ontario 
N6J 3Y1 


Lynnette Norrts 

AGS. 

Hugh MacMillan Medical Centre 
350 Rumsey Road 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4G 1R8 


Louise Pare 

Ecole Secondaire 
Joseph-Charbonneau 
8200 rue Rousselot 
Montreal, Quebec 
Hee IZ6 
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Penny Parnes 

ACS. 

Hugh MacMillan Medical Centre 
350 Rumsey Road 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4G 1R8 


Nora Rothschild 

Hugh MacMillan Medical Centre 
Ais 

350 Rumsey Road 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4G 1R8 


Annick Roustan 

Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario 
401 Smyth Road 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KI Sol 


Barbara Rush 

64 Magnolia Drive 
Hamilton, Ontario 
LOG sa 


Jinny Storr 

119 Bannatyne Drive 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2L 2P5 


Sacht Tamura 
467 Fraser Street 
Victoriaeb.G. 


V9A 6N2 


Brenda von Vegesack 

503 Coach Grove Road S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 

D2 oe 


Ketla Waksvtk 
3544 De Bullion 
\fontreal, Quebec 
H2X 229 


Anne Warrick 

213 Johnston Street 
Willowdale, Ontario 
2T oC? 


Elaine Windus 

Algoma District Mental Retardation 
Service 

205 McNabb Street, Suite #302 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 


Robes 


Claudia Wood 

20 Balsam Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4E 3B4 
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